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DEDICATION 


To Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, the saint- 
soldier of the Sikh nation. 

In memory of Major General Shubegh Singh, 
Bhai Amrik Singh, and all Sikh martyrs who 
died in the defence of their holiest shrine, the 
Golden Temple, Amritsar, in June, 1984, and in 


memory of thousands of innocent men, women 
and children who died as pilgrims during the 
Indian Army’s invasion — in which 120,000 
troops were deployed throughout the Punjab 
and a task force of 15,000 men picked for the 
assault on the Golden Temple. 
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PREFACE 


Pilgrimage is not uncommon to most major 
religions of the world. The Sikhs, in their 
thousands, visit Pakistan each year to cele- 
brate the birth anniversary of their founder, 
Guru Nanak, at Nankana Sahib, his birthplace. 

This illustrated guide introduces most of the 
Sikh shrines in Pakistan connected with the 
founding Guru. It is hoped that it will serve as 
an effective guide to assist and encourage 
prospective pilgrims to visit these shrines. 

For non-Sikhs and students of comparative 
religions, we hope the guide will provide 
readily available information as an introduc- 
tion to the Sikh faith and its philosophy. But 
above all, it will provide to everyone Guru 


Nanak’s universal message of love, peace and 
brotherhood, and the emphasis on the worship 
of one God. 

The chapter on the Sikh Raj gives some 
background to the Sikhs’ history and their 
present political status. Some of the recent 
events have been cited in passing in one or 
two places where they have been of historical 
importance and significance in the context of 
references made in the text. 


H. S. Chowdhary 

A. 8. Choudry 
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PAKISTAN — AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LAND AND HISTORY 


Pakistan emerged on the map of the world as an 
independent sovereign state in August 1947, as 
a result of the partition of the British Indian 
Empire. It is the land which gave birth to the 
founder of the Sikh religion Guru Nanak, in 
AD 1469. 

The country of Pakistan, with an area of 
307,374 square miles and a population of nearly 
84,000,000 people, is rich in landscape and 
cultural traditions. Half a dozen civilizations 
have flourished here and left their mark. 
Historically this is one of the most ancient 
lands known to man. Its cities flourished before 
Babylon was built. Lahore has always been the 
ancient capital of the Punjab. About forty-two 
miles from Lahore is Nankana Sahib, the 
birthplace of Guru Nanak, named after him. 

In 1940 a resolution was adopted by the 
all-India Muslim League in Lahore demanding 
a separate independent homeland for the 
Muslims of India. After seven years of un- 
tiring struggle under the brilliant leadership 
of the Quaidi-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, 
Pakistan emerged on the map of the world as a 


The magnificent 
Badshahi Mosque in 
Lahore. 
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sovereign state on 14 August 1947. Since most 
of the Punjab — more than two-thirds of the 
State — is located in Pakistan, thousands of 
Sikhs had to give up their homes, farms and 
holy places and trek to that part of the Punjab 
remaining in India. The enormous loss of life 
and personal property losses were beyond al] 
reckoning. However the Sikhs to this day 
continue to visit their holy shrines in Pakistan, 
where they are received as warmly as Guru 
Nanak would have received his Lord: 


Enchanting is the season of spring, 

The bumble-bee makes the woodland 
beautiful, 

If my Beloved comes in my home, my heart, 

The whole sandaliya forest, homeland of my 
childhood, 

Will blossom with the flowers of spring. 

(Guru Nanak: Tukhari) 


By air, Pakistan’s national airline, PIA, and 
other international airlines connect Karachi 
with various world capitals. Travelling from 
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the west by road, the legendary Khyber Pass 
on the Pakistan side of the Afghan—Pakistan 
border leads into the country. Only thirty-five 
miles (fifty-six km.) from the border is the city of 
Peshawar, but even at the border check post of 
Torkham basic amenities are available at the 
tourist complex. Another point of entry from 
Afghanistan is through the Pakistan border 
post of Chaman which leads on to the present 
town of Quetta, eighty miles east. These two 
entry points have been temporarily closed due 
to unsettled conditions in Afghanistan. 

Motoring in from Iran, a 450 mile journey 
leads from the border post to Quetta in 
Pakistan. From Quetta the road branches at 
Rohri (250 miles) for Lahore and Karachi. 

Motoring to or from India, the Indian-— 
Pakistan border post at Wagah leads in or out 
of Pakistan. Wagah is only seventeen miles 
from the historical city of Lahore, and about 
the same distance from the Sikh Holy City of 
Amritsar. From Lahore, the road branches 
north west to Islamabad, Rawalpindi and south 
to Karachi. 

Pakistan International Airlines operate 
internal flights connecting all the main cities. 
Fares are fairly cheap by western standards. 
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Lahore is 811 miles to the north east of Karachi, 
about an hour-and-a-half flight by PIA. Called 
the ‘City of Gardens’, Lahore is the capital of 
the Punjab, and an ancient city rich in 
historical monuments. 

Islamabad is the national capital of Pakis- 
tan. With its twin city of Rawalpindi and the 
area around it has, from time immemorial, been 
a crossroads in history, travel and trade. It is in 
the Puthohar region of the Punjab. About 
thirty miles from Rawalpindi is the Shrine of 
Panja Sahib. 

British citizens require no visa to Pakistan. 
Bona fide foreign tourists (excluding nationals 
of India, Bangladesh, Afghanistan and South 
Africa, and countries not recognised by Pakis- 


tan) and holders of Laissez Passer (issued by the 


United Nations or by the International Court 
of Justice at the Hague), travelling on official 
business, need only a passport for a stay not 
exceeding thirty days and require no visa, nor 
police registration. 

The hotels in Pakistan are graded one- to 
five-star and located in all major cities. The 
five-star and four-star hotels provide all the 
facilities and amenities of hotels in the west. 


The tomb of 
Mohammed Ali 
Jinnah in Karachi. 
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SIKHISM: AN INTRODUCTION 


Guru Nanak or BABA NANAK (Lord Nanak), 
the founder of Sikhism, was born in Pakistan in 
1469 and founded a religion which today is 
probably the youngest of the major religions of 
the world. 

He disseminated a fiercely monotheistic 
religious belief and preached that religion was 
for the service of mankind and not vice-versa. 
To propagate his message, he travelled exten- 
sively: his journeys took him to Russia, Tibet, 
China and the Middle East. He was accom- 
panied by his Muslim companion Mardana 
and/or his Hindu companion Bala. In Tibet 
his followers are the Karma-pa-sect who call 
Guru Nanak by the name Guru Rimpoche. 
According to local legend the Chinese city of 
Nanking was named after him. Although Guru 
Nanak visited Mecca and Medina, there is no 
direct evidence that he went to Jerusalem. But 
in Jerusalem there is said to be a tribe who 
deem Nanak as their apostle and inscribe his 
name on their expensive utensils. 

Sikh shrines were built wherever Nanak 
went. Many of these are in Pakistan, the land 
of his birth, and this illustrated guide will 
endeavour to describe the most important of 
the Sikh shrines there, which are built as 
Gurudwaras, or Sikh Temples. There is also 
a shrine in Baghdad, and in Russia there 
are memorial stones at Bukhara, Samarkand 
and Nimangan and Nanak’s mosque outside 
Tashkent. 

Sikhs do not worship their holy places but 
hold them in reverence as they remind them of 
the preachings of their Gurus — the word Guru 
in Sikh mythology means ‘One with God’. 

The Sikh shrines in Pakistan give us a 
glimpse of the preachings of Guru Nanak from 
his childhood at Nankana Sahib to his last days 


Sikh scriptures, the Adi Granth. 
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at Kartarpur. Nanak preached his gospel by 
singing melodic hymns with Mardana in the 
love of God. He won not only Hindus, Buddists 
and Muslims as his followers but even the trees 
snakes and stones adored him. The shrine of 
Malji Sahib at Nankana Sahib venerates the 
site where Nanak was given shade by a cobra in 
the scorching heat of the sun when he was a 
young boy; again at Nankana Sahib, the 
shadow of all the trees moved in the opposite 
direction except the shadow of a tree under 
which Nanak was sleeping; and at Dipalpur, 
where Nuri the leper was cured, the pipul tree 
under which Nanak rested came to life and 
provided shade for the Guru. But for the more 
interested there is a boulder near Ladakh 
which, by a miracle, became plastic in texture 
and enveloped the body of Nanak, after it was 
rolled down by a jealous saint. Nanak is said to 
have walked out of it unhurt and unscathed, 
leaving a deep impression cast in the stone. 

Guru Nanak had nine successors, all of 
whom were Gurus and all are addressed as 
Nanak in the Sikh holy book Guru Granth. 
After the tenth Guru the holy book became the 
living Guru and is regarded as the embodiment 
of Guru Nanak. 

While the Sikhs have their own religious 
traditions, holy city, greetings, scriptures, flag, 
emblem, script, national anthem, new year and 
history, culturally they are akin to the people 
of Pakistan from whom they were separated 
through political divisions only a few decades 
ago. 

The Sikhs always look forward to visiting 
their holiest shrine in Pakistan and it is hoped 
that this guide will provide some useful 
information as to their proposed visit to 
Nanak’s homeland. 
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GURU NANAK — THE UNIVERSAL MESSAGE 


Guru Nanak was born in turbulent times — the 
death throes of the Muslim Lodhi dynasty, and 
the advent of the Muslim Moguls. Relation- 
ships had never been worse between the 
Muslim rulers and the predominently Hindu 
ruled, with atrocities of all kinds taking place 
continually. “The age is like a knife’, wrote 
Nanak ‘Kings are butchers. Religion has taken 
wings and flown. Praises of murder are sung 
and the people smear themselves with blood 
instead of saffron.’ Into this whirlpool of 
destruction, Nanak projected a Gospel of 
peace, truth and love which was drawn from 
his own distinctive vision, based upon many 
religions and philosophies, and this brilliantly 
synthesised both the Hindu and Muslim 
traditions. 

The core of Nanak’s teaching is simple: that 
there is one God (and only one God), who is not 
described but whose principal attribute is 
Truth. 


1. THE JAPJI OR, THE MEDITATION 
(Morning Prayer) 


PROEM 
Ik Onkar satnam karta purkh 


There is one God, 

Eternal Truth is His Name; 

Maker of all things, 

Fearing nothing and at enmity with 
nothing, 

Timeless is His Image; 

Not begotten, being of His own Being: 

By the grace of the Guru, made known to 
men. 


Jap: The Meditation 


AS HE WAS IN THE BEGINNING: THE 
TRUTH, 

SO THROUGHOUT THE AGES, 

HE EVER HAS BEEN: THE TRUTH 

SO EVEN NOW HIS IS TRUTH 
IMMANENT, 

SO FOR EVER AND EVER HE SHALL BE 
TRUTH ETERNAL. 


There was only one thing which was more 
important — the application of truth, truth in 
action: 


Truth above all, 
Above truth, truthful conduct. 


Man’s great opportunity was to apply Truth 
in his action, to manifest God through ‘work, 
worship and charity’. 

Sikhism was also a religion of all the people 
in that it preached universal brotherhood, the 
oneness of al] mankind, and the revolutionary 
idea of a ‘casteless society’ in the midst of 
a culture totally dominated by caste and 
religious schism. 

_ Nanak introduced one of its most popular 
institutions, the practice of dining together, 
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the langar, at which all the Sikhs in the 
community eat together irrespective of their 
class or previous religious background. This 
was an almost unimaginable experience for the 
upper classes, who were accustomed to refuse 
food if so much as the shadow of an untouch- 
able had fallen on it. 


Later, when the Golden Temple was built, it 
was given four main doors facing the four 
corners of the earth (instead of the customary 
one door) to signify the openness of Sikhism to 
all people. The Golden Temple itself can, to this 
day, be entered by anyone of any religion and 
its langars are full of visitors of every creed 
and colour as well as Sikhs. 


Nanak was the son of an accountant and, 
although his devotion to the one God and to 
teaching left him little time for other work, he 
was married and raised a family. As a house- 
holder and family man, he had no time for 
asceticism nor for monasticism, believing that 
religion must be something that everyone can 
live in their daily lives. He taught that each 
man is intrinsically good. It was the Guru’s 
task to unlock in each person a realisation of 
their goodness. It was then down to the 
individual to develop his or her own goodness, 
and apply it. 

All great religions deal with the relation- 
ships of God, man and the Universe. And, like 
the religions of the west, Sikhism centres its 
system of belief in One Supreme Being, The 
Creator, The Enlightener. 

The Supreme Being revealed to Nanak is the 
undwelling Spirit which continually creates 
and sustains the universe, each moment for its 
existence. God transcends the universe but is 
present in every part of it. 


From this central belief ow a number of 
others. Since God is present in every one 
person, each person stands as an equal before 
God, regardless of race, colour, nationality or 
religion. This tenet provides an ethical basis 
for tolerance, freedom of conscience and 
equality. As for women, says Guru Nanak: 


bhand jamiai bhand nimiai 


Of a woman are we conceived, 

Of a woman we are born, 

To a woman we are betrothed and married, 

It it woman who is friend and partner of 

ife, 

It is a woman who keeps the race going, 

Another companion is sought when the life- 
partner dies, 

Through woman are established social ties. 

Why should we consider woman cursed and 
condemned 

When from woman are born leaders and 
rulers. 

From woman alone is born a woman, 

Without woman there can be no human 
birth. 

Without woman, O Nanak, only the True 
One exists. 
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Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism (ap 1469-1539). 


Be it men or be it women, 
Only those who sing His glory. 
Are blessed and radiant with His Beauty, 
In His Presence and with His grace 
They appear with a radiant face. 
(Rag Asa: pp. 463-75) 


Nanak taught that God rules the Universe by 
Divine will. Yet each person has his own 
responsibility — what we sow that alone we 
reap. Thus man moulds his own destiny under 
Divine will. This is the basis for the belief that 
man can control his own destiny. 

One more element of the Sikh faith bears 
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special attention. It is a religion which 
encourages people to work for continual 
improvement. Nanak taught that God is The 
Perfect One, and that man is not perfect but has 
the capability of being perfect. | 

The pathway towards perfection pointed out 
by Nanak is developing love for God. Through 
meditation on His excellence and attributes 
there arises in the believer a desire to cherish 
those virtues in himself. Thus he strives to 
develop the Divine within himself, to become 
like God and to become one with Him. 

When asked about the code of conduct for a 
true Muslim he replied: 
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Difficult it is to claim to be a Muslim, 

To do so one must love and act like a true 
Muslim: 

First, he must be devoted to faith in God 
and the prophet 

And remove all pride and vanity of wealth 

Through charity, as the file removes the 
rust. 

After becoming a Muslim, one should abide 
by Islam, 

And dispel all delusion about life and death. 

He should gracefully accept the Will of 
God, 

And through utter dedication have faith in 
the Creator; 

If then he shows compassion to all 
creatures 

He would be worthy of being called a 
Muslim. 

Let compassion be thy mosque, 

Let faith be thy prayer mat; 

Let honest hving be thy Koran; 

Let modesty be thy rules of observance 

Let piety be the fasts thou keepest; 

In such wise strive to be a Muslim: 

Let right conduct symbolise the Ka’aba 

Let eternal Truth be the spirit of the 
prophet; 

Good deeds thy prayers, 

Submission to God’s Will thy rosary; 

Nanak, if this thou do, the Lord will be thy 
Protector. 

(Guru Nanak: Raj Majh. p. 141) 


Janam Asthan, Nankana Sahib, illuminated to celebrate 
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Grieved by the practice of idolatry, other 
primitive practices of worship, the hypocrisy 
and the slavish mentality of the Hindus, Guru 
Nanak commented: 


The Hindus are fundamentally in error; 

Having missed the right path, they wander 
in darkness; 

Narada led them to the worship of idols and 
images, 

Thus, they have become spiritually blind 
and deaf, 

In blind idolatrous worship, they live in 
utter darkness; 

These uncultured fools worship stone-gods. 

The stone-god easily sinks in a stream, 

How can it help you cross the Ocean of life? 

(Guru Nanak: Var Bihagda. p. 556) 


In Baghdad, Guru Nanak sang a song to the 
glory of God and His creation, in which there 
are many universes and in each universe there 
are countless planets with human creation and 
civilisation like ours. These ideas became the 
subject of discussion with Dastigar Pir of 
Baghdad. Guru Nanak’s theory, which can be 
heavily documented from the writings of Sikh 
Gurus, can be summed up as follows: the 
universe, or what the scientists call our galaxy, 
is not the only universe in space. There is a 
universe beyond universe and in each universe 
or galaxy there are innumerable planets or 
earths like ours, and of these earths some have 
hving beings. 


Guru Nanak’s birthday. 
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NANKANA SAHIB 


Guru Nanak was born in 1469 at Nankana 
Sahib, formerly known as Talwandi, in the 
Sandal Bar — the forest of Sandaliya Rishi. His 
birth place at Nankana Sahib is called the 
Janam Asthan. 

Far back, in what amounts to pre-history, 
Nankana Sahib was believed to have been a 
centre dominated by an ancient Hindu palace 
and the name then may have been Kotli. A 
Raja Varat, of Multan, was said to have been 
the community founder. Today, a great mound 
(now a Muslim burial ground) which is believed 
to be the original palace foundation, covers 
some 104 acres on the edge of Nankana Sahib 
and this mound is referred to as ‘Bhauler’ or 
royal palace. At the northern end of the mound 
there is a very old drinking well named 
Sitawala with heavy line masonry steps lead- 
ing to the spring level. Such an elaborate access 
to fresh spring water from a well named after 
Sita, a Hindu princess, strongly indicates that 
a potentate of wealth, power and some claim to 
royalty once resided in this place. 

East of the Bhauler is yet another fine well — 
Balewala — named after Bhai Bala, a contem- 
porary of Guru Nanak. However, by the time 
Bhai Bala lived there, the town was no longer 
known as Kotli but had become known as 
Talwandi, and later renamed Nankana Sahib. 

Talwandi was a relatively inconsequential 
settlement on the backwaters of the Indus 
River watershed — until 1469 when a child was 
born in Talwandi who, in the words of an early 
Sikh historian Bhai Gurdas, ‘came to this world 
for the uplift of mankind’. 


Rai Bular 
Rai Bhoe, a Muslim Chief, was granted a feudal 


estate by his son-in-law, Daulat Khan Lodhi, 


ee fan top: front view of Janam Asthan, Nankana the Governor of the Punjab. Rai Bhoe selected 
ahib. Above and below: side view of Janam Asthan. and rebuilt Talwandi, earlier known also as 


Facing page, above left: Rai Mohammed Sarwar Raipur, as the chief city and administrative 


Batti, sixteenth descendant of Rai Bular,at Nankana centre of his fief. This city, situated about 
Sahib. forty-two miles west of Lahore and eighteen 


miles south of the River Ravi, came to be known 
as Nankana Sahib. Rai Bhoe appointed Shiv 
Ram Bedi, son of Ram Narayan Bedi as the 
administrator of his fief. Shiv Ram’s wife 
Banarsi Devi gave birth to two sons: Kalu 
Chand (Guru Nanak’s father) who was born in 
1440; and Lalu Chand, born in 1444. 

After the death of Rai Bhoe, his son Rai Bular 
became the Chief of the fief and Kalu Chand 
succeeded his father as the administrator of 
the fief. Kalu Chand’s wife, Tripta, gave birth 
to a daughter who was named Nanaki. Her 
name Nanaki was derived from having been 
born at the Lahore home of Nana (maternal 
srandfather). 

Five years later a son was born to Tripta 
on the full moon day of 20 October 1469 at 
Talwandi. According to the local customs the 
village priest Pundit Hardyal was invited to 
prepare the horoscope of the child from the 
information provided by the nurse Daultana. 
The child was predicted to become a prophet 
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Top right and above right: Gurudwara Sacha 
Sauda, Chauhar Kana, is at the point where the 
young Guru Baba Nanak, en route to purchase 
merchandise of profitable value for his father Mehta 
Kalu, was moved by the plight of a group of starving 
mystics on the edge of the forest and proceeded to spend 
the entire sum of twenty rupees that his father had 
given him for business, to buy food for the hungry holy 
men. Young Guru Baba’s only defence to the inquiries 
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of his angry father was that no more profitable 
investment could have been made with those twenty 
rupees for the life to come and for lessening the 
suffering in this world. The incident is popularly 
known as ‘the bargain indeed’ theme, meaning the 
words Sacha Sauda. This Gurudwara is in need of 
repairs and it is hoped that in coming years it will 
attract a great many Sikh pilgrims. 

Below: Gurudwara Tambo Sahib. 
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situated where young Guru Baba Nanak, upon his 
return from spending his father’s money on feeding 
hungry mystics, was spanked beneath an old tree 
(shown in the picture above) by Mehta Kalu for 
wasting the sum on charity. Sister Nanaki intervened 


Gurudwara Tambo Sahib, Nankana Sahib, is 
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and saved the Young Guru Ji from their father’s 
wrath. Tambo ts a corruption of the word ‘thamb’ for 
tree-trunk. Below, left and right: the Gurudwara 
below marks the site where Guru Arjun and Guru Har 
Gobind, the fifth and the sixth Gurus respectively, 
stayed when they came to Nankana Sahib to pay their 
respects in the sixteenth century. 


NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


: ike, © Bx 
* ccgtaps SoR BUN ft a oe ] 


Above: Kiara Sahib. As a herd boy for his father, 
Nanak would lead the course to pasture, then find 
himself a tree under which he would contemplate the 
natural beauty of his surroundings and meditate on 
God. On one sad occasion, however, the cows strayed to 
a neighbouring field and feasted on the luxuriant crop 
available. The trate property owner rushed to Rai 
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Bular demanding recompense for his loss. 

To this Nanak’s father acceded, provided that there 
was to be an independent appraisal of the damage. 
When the appraiser returned to Rai Bular he gave the 
news that miraculously the damage caused by cows 
under Nanak’s control was not visible. Below: inside 
view of Janam Asthan. 
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pies the spot where the cobra provided shade for the 
uru. 


ow 


Above and below: Gurudwara Mal Ji Sahib, 
Nankana Sahib, venerates the site where the cobra 
protected the herd-boy Guru Baba Nanak, who was 
asleep in the heat of the day, by shadowing the youth’s 

face and head from the beaming rays of the sun. Rai 
Bular, who happened to pass by, saw the miracle with 
his own eyes — thinking that the Guru Baba had been 
bitten by the cobra, the Rai alighted from his steed and 
was astounded to see the boy sound asleep while the 
cobra vanished. He embraced the Divine Youth and 
there and then found his life-long faith in him. The 
Gurudwara was built to enclose the sacred Mal tree, 
under which Guru Baba had rested. 
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Nanak, while playing with other village children of his 
age, went into ecstasy and recited ‘Sat Kartar’ (The 
Creator Eternal) with great fervour. Later, the Guru 
picked this same spot for meditation, and after he 
became renowned as the great Guru, a small tank was 
originally dug which was later enlarged by Rai Bular, 
the Muslim chieftain of the territory, in recognition 
of his putting faith in Guru Baba Nanak. The Gurud- 
wara was built much later at the sanctified spot. There 
is a chain there with which Nanak the boy was tied by 
his mother. 


Below: Gurudwara Maulvi Patti, Nankana 
Sahib, commemorates the occasion when Mehta Kalu 
sent Baba Nanak to the Maulvi (teacher of Persian) 
and, after one day’s instruction, the boy astounded the 
teacher by running through the Persian alphabet from 
memory and by not only composing an acrostic from the 
letters, but also dispelling the Maulvi’s doubts. 


and was named Nanak by 1 Pundit -Hardyal. 
Nanak the child became the centre of attrac- 
tion in Talwandi. There are about seven 
Gurudwaras at Nankana Sahib, in addition to 
the birthplace commemorating Nanak’s child- 
hood. 

The first person to recognise Guru Nanak’s 
spiritual greatness, after his sister Nanak, 
was a Muslim, Rai Bular, who advised Guru 
Nanak’s father not to bother the holy child 
over small financial matters. Rai Bular was 
more than a father to Nanak and donated a 
piece of land to him. The descendants of Rai 
Bular are still living in Nankana Sahib. 

The total area of Nankana Sahib comprises 
some 16,927 acres of land, with a population of 
about 22,000. 


Education 

At the age of five, Nanak was sent to school. His 
first teacher was Gopal who gave him elemen- 
tary education. During his first lesson Nanak 
wrote some verses in the form of an acrostic 
which surprised Gopal: 


He who has created the Universe, 

Is the One Supreme Lord of all; 

They who contemplate Him in their hearts, 

Truly serve the Gracious God 

Blessed indeed is their coming on earth 

O foolish mind, why are you misled in self 

deceit? 

Truly learned will you be deemed 

If in | His presence you reckon for your deeds 
(auru Nanak Asa, Patti, p. 433) 


Nanak was then sent to learn Sanskrit from 
Pundit Brignath who too could not teach him: 


Burn all attachment in the true knowledge, 
Grind it to ashes and make ink out of it; 
Make thy clear mind the paper 
With love as thy pen and thy heart as the 
writer, 

Write the Name and glory of God 
Under the inspiration of the Guru 

(Guru Nanak Sri Rag p. 16) 
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Left: Janam Asthan, Nankaka 
Sahib. In the sixteenth century the 
fifth Nanak, Guru Arjun, came to 
the town and arranged the build- 
ing of a memorial house at the 
sanctified site of Mehta Kalu’s 
house, where Nanak was born. 
Guru Arjun also preserved other 
landmarks associated with the 
early life of Nanak. In 1818-19 
Maharajah Ranjit Singh came to 
Janam Asthan and built the 
memorial Gurudwara and 
ordered the construction of several 
other Gurudwaras. He also 
provided a tract of farmland 
equivalent to 20,000 acres to 
produce food for the langar-free 
kitchen. 


Nanak was inal Arabic and Persian by 
Mullah Qutab-ud-din when he was aged ten. 


Mahants 

A committee, known as the Central Gurudwara 
Management Committee (8.G.P.C.) after its 
Punjabi title, was set up in 1920 to manage all 
Sikh shrines. In conscious imitation of the 
heroic days of the eighteenth century, action 
squads called Jathas were formed of Sikh 
volunteers grouped into a semi-military 
organisation called the Akali Dal or ‘Army of 
Immortals.’ 

Mass campaigns known as morchas were 
launched against the hereditary custodians, 
the Mahants, of the great shrines ~ notably at 
Nankana Sahib in 1921 where over 100 Akalis 
were killed by the Mahant’s hired thugs. After 
many bitter confrontations, the morchas of the 
Akah Dal proved successful. The government, 
which had sided with the loyalist Mahants, was 
forced to accede to the Akali demands and 
control of the main shrines and their revenues 
were formally vested in S.G.P.C. under the 
terms of the Sikh Gurudwara Act, 1925. Since 
that time, the §$.G.P.C., under the political 
control of the Akali Dal, has always continued 
to play a central role in Sikh affairs. Despite 
partition and the creation of Pakistan, the 
revenue from Nankana Sahib collected during 
the main festivals is still vested in the S.G.P.C. 
at Amritsar, where the Indian Army on 
storming the Golden Temple found Pakistan 
currency from Nankana Sahib and other 
shrines in Pakistan. 


Khalistan 

The storming of the Golden Temple by the 
Indian Army and the deliberate burning of the 
historic Sikh Reference Library, which in- 
cluded some of the works handwritten by Sikh 
Gurus, provoked a worldwide Sikh reaction 
against the Indian government. A unanimous 
resolution demanding a sovereign Sikh state 
of Khalistan, to be carved out of India, was 
passed at N ankana Sahib on 7 N ovember 1984 
as a direct response to the invasion of the 
Golden Temple. 
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BHAI MARDANA 


One day at the door of Nanak’s house came a 
village bard who sang Punjabi folk songs and 
heroic strains begging his food from door to 
door. ‘What’s your name?’ asked Nanak, ‘you 
play on the rebeck so well’. ‘My name is Dana,’ 
replied the bard. Nanak continued: ‘you play 
the rebeck like a master musician and you seem 
to have profound knowledge of Ragas. If you 
sing the hymn of God in such Ragas, I will 
provide you with the hymns. You will receive 
God’s blessing both in this world and the next.’ 
Dana replied: ‘as for being saved in this world 
and the next I recite the five Namazes and keep 
fast during Ramzan.’ ‘I shall take full respon- 
sibilities,’ said Nanak, ‘for providing for your 
family. Remember God provides for all those 
who labour in his service and in the service of 
humanity. As for the Namazes and the fast you 
keep, they can bring salvation if in your 
prayers and fast your mind 1s tuned to the love 
of God through the path of virtue.’ ‘Ijust say my 
Namazes and keep the fast, and I know I will 
not go to hell,’ said Dana. Nanak was moved by 
his innocence and said ‘Listen, this is how it is 
to be done. Play the rebeck and I will sing the 
song of true Namaz to the Rag Majh’: 


panj nivajan vakht panj 


Five prayers, five times a day, 
With five different names; 
Make the first prayer, truth; 


An artist’s impression of Mardana (left) with Guru Nanak (centre) and Bala (right). 
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The second to lawfully earn your daily 
bread; 

The third: charity in the Name of God, 

Fourth: purity of the mind, 

Fifth: the adoration of God. 

Practise these five virtues, 

Let good deeds be your article of faith: the 
Kalma; 

Then you can call yourself truly a Muslim. 

(Guru Nanak Rag Majh ki Var: p. 141) 


‘IT am a downtrodden bard, you are the 
highest and noblest among the twice born,’ said 
Dana sadly. Nanak answered, ‘no my dear 
friend Dana, there is no difference between you 
and even me, we are both human beings made of 
the same elements and we carry within us the 
same light of God. He created us equal — the 
only difference is that you are a bard of a 
society which knows not how precious music 
and musicians are, whilelama bard of God who 
has given me a mission to awaken people from 
their sleep of ignorance to the realisation of 
truth through music and poetry. Join me Dana 
and be my companion and God will bless you 
with all the graces of life.’ Dana was won over 
and was renamed Mardana by Baba Nanak. He 
sang the hymns which the lower caste people 
were not allowed to sing. 

Mardana is the only Sikh disciple who was 
permitted to use Guru Nanak’s name in his 
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Bhai Lalji, a direct descendant of Mardana (above centre), reciting hymns at Nankana Sahib. 


hymns. Guru Angad called himself Nanak the 
Second while Mardana called himself Mardana 
Nanak I. 

There are three hymns of Mardana in the 
Sikh scriptures, the Adi Granth: 


kayan lahan ap map 


In the vat of the body 

Egoism is the wine, 

Desire and low cravings 

Are its companions. 

The cup of ambition is 

Abrim with falsehood. 

And the god of death 

Is the cup bearer; 

By drinking this wine O Nanak, 

One gathers multiple sins. 

Make knowledge your yeast, 

The praise of God the bread you eat 

And the fear of God your meat. 

This, O Nanak, is the true spiritual food. 

Make divine Name your sustenance. 
(Var, Bihagra: p. 553) 


In Afghanistan, Guru Nanak made Mardana 
his principal spokesman. He was given 
authority to give spiritual instructions and 
people showed him the same respect they gave 
to Guru Nanak. At a place called Kurum he 
was greatly honoured and people were so 
impressed by the music of Mardana that they 
wanted him to stay there. 


Mardana accompanied Guru Nanak on his 
long missionary journeys, particularly on his 
visits to the Muslim world of the Middle East. 
Mardana died at Kartarpur about nine years 
before Guru Nanak passed away. His son 
Shahzad took his place at his rebeck player, 
and was later installed as a missionary at 
Kurum. 

To this date the descendants of Mardana still 
recite hymns at Nankana Sahib. 

At the end of the missionary journey, 
Mardana also settled at Kartarpur on the 
banks of the Ravi close to the Master. He sang 
a most touching song. ‘My Guru,’ said Mar- 
dana, ‘my journey’s end has come. You know it. 
You have always given me what I never 
deserved. You have always given me the best of 
your love. I was a beggar in the streets, an 
outcaste from society. You have made princes 
bow to me. You have made saints beg me for 
spiritual instructions. You have loved me more 
than a mother could love her child, more than 
God could love his prophet, you are my religion, 
my faith, my wealth and all what more I need, 
give me your last blessing Master and forget 
not your foolish old Mardana.’ 

‘Ycu have always been with me, dear 
Mardana, I shall always be with you in death 
and beyond death. Just as music 1s inseparable 
from the musical instrument, so are you 
inseparable from me.’ 
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PANJA SAHIB 


Gurudwara Panja Sahib at Hasan Abdal is a 
living miracle. It 1s built where a Muslim Saint 
known as Wali Quandhari lived on the top of a 
hillock. Guru Nanak sent Mardana to the 
hilltop to quench his thirst at Wali Quandhari’s 
water reservoir. The Wali spurned his request 
for water with the retort that his Guru should 
be important enough to provide him water to 
drink and he should therefore return to his 
Guru. 

At the instance of Nanak, Mardana ap- 
proached the Wali for water three times but 
the Wali would not relent. Guru Nanak sent 


Mardana the fourth time. He asked Mardana 
not to question the greatness of Wali Quand- 

hari but to beg for some water in the name of 
God and beg for a little service to his fellow man 
who was thirsty. But the Wali still refused. He 
expected Nanak to come to him and accept him 
as his Master. Nanak asked Mardana to start 
digging from a place on the side of the hillock. 
Out of the place came water ~— first in a smal] 
quantity; then it gushed forth like the water of 
a mountain spring. While water flowed down 
from the newly created spring the Wali’s little 
reservoir on the top of the hillock began to dry 


Below: residential quarters within the precinct of Gurudwara Panja Sahib. 
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up. He was enraged. Mustering all his occult 
powers and invoking vengeance on these 
intruders, the obstinate Wali rolled a boulder 
of stone down the hillock to kill the intruders. 
So suddenly and unexpectedly was this missile 
hurled that Guru Nanak had no other alterna- 
tive but to raise his hand to stop it from 
crushing him and his companion. By the grace 
of God the stone was held at the point where it 
touched the Guru’s hand. The hand of the 
Master was imprinted on it. Wali Quandhari 
was unnerved and terribly shaken. He felt here 
was one far greater and more powerful than 
him in spiritual powers yet so sweet and 
humble. He came down and bowed in reverence 
to Nanak who said, ‘your life, my friend should 
have been that of a true Sufi like the great 
Sheikh Farid. Without humanity and com- 
passion a Saint is worth nothing in the eyes of 
God and society.’ Wali Quandhari became so 
devoted a disciple of Nanak that henceforth he 
preserved the place as Guru Nanak’s shrine 
and lived there as the torch bearer of Nanak’s 
mission of unity and peace. His successors 
remained true to his mission and although the 
place was cut off for long from the seat of 
Central Authority of Guru Nanak’s successors, 
they preserved the place and maintained its 
sanctity until today. It is now known as Panja 
Sahib or the Shrine of the Guru’s hand imprint. 

The sight of Panja Sahib has been a sacred 
spot since Buddhist times. During the early 
part of the seventh century AD when Hiuen 
Tsang ‘the Chinese traveller’, visited this 
place, here stood a tank of limpid water sacred 
to the Naga King, Elapatra, and also a 
Buddhist Monastery, the remains of which still 


Above left: the crystal-clear pool of water which 
originates from the spot under the Guru’s hand 
imprint. Left: side view of Gurudwara Panja Sahib. 
Below: Guru Nanak’s hand imprint. 
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Above: the spring of water which gushes from 
underneath the rock bearing Nanak’s hand imprint. 
Below: the hilltop from which Wali Quandhari hurled 
a boulder at Guru Nanak. 
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exist. Asin the case ofall ancient places imbued 
with sanctity, this site continued to be sacred 
although the creeds went on changing. 

Emperor Jehangir camped here on his way to 
Kashmir. So impressed was he by the water of 
this cistern and this sacred spot that he wrote: 

on Wednesday our camping ground was Baba 
Hasan Abdal. About a Kos to the east of this 
place there is a cascade on which the water 
flows with great rapidity. On the old road to 
Kabul there is no stream like this. The most 
noted spot there is where the spring issues from 
the foot of the hill. It is exceedingly pure and 
clear. The water is so transparent that aman, in 
the depth of the night, could see the small 
particles of sand at the bottom.’ The people of 
the place were perhaps reluctant to tell the 
Emperor of the association of this place with 
the founder of Sikhism because only a few days 
earlier Jehangir had ordered the arrest and 
subsequent death by torture of Guru Arjun, the 
fifth Guru, and expressed his hatred of the 
whole Sikh movement. 

Ashrine similar to Panja Sahib is to be found 
at Chuntang Monastery in Tibet. The place is 
about 100 miles north of Gangtok (Sikkim’s 
Capital) and is known locally as Nanak Tang. 
In the middle of the valley there is a mound 
about thirty feet high and two hundred feet in 
circumference. The village people have raised 
a four-foot high stone wall around it to 
maintain the sanctity of the place. The stone 
mound has a cave. On top of the mound are 
what people believe to be the sacred footprints 
of Guru Nanak, and he is said to have stayed 
here in the cave under the mound on his way to 
Tibet. 

As the water in the river was very muddy due 
to rain, Nanak produced water from the side of 
the mound, and ever since then there has been 
a clear supply of water from this mound. 
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Guru Arjun was the fifth Sikh Guru. He 
compiled the Sikh scriptures, the Adi Granth 
and built the Golden Temple at Amritsar. At 
Arjun’s request, a Muslim divine, Mian Mir of 
Baghdad, laid the foundation stone of the 
Golden Temple. 

Arjun took other steps to give Sikhs the 
feeling that they were a community distinct 
from the Hindus and Muslims. His greatest 
contribution to the Sikh faith was to compile 
the holy scripture and to give his life for it. 
Emperor Jehangir was perturbed at the Guru’s 
growing influence amongst the people. On his 
strict instructions, the Governor of Lahore 
had him arrested on a frivolous charge and 
subjected to severe torture, which resulted in 
the Guru’s death on 30 May 1606. Arjun became 
the first of a long line of Sikh martyrs. 

When Mian Mir asked Guru Arjun for per- 
mission to bring a curse on the Governor and 
city of Lahore, the fifth Guru declared ‘It is 
the will of Almighty God and we have to let it 
happen His way’. One of the Arjun’s composi- 
tions shows how within a hundred years of the 
death of Nanak, the Sikhs had freed them- 
selves from their connections with the two 
parent communities: 


I, do not keep the Muslim fast, nor the 
Muslim Ramadhan, 
I serve Him alone who is my refuge. 


Below, left and right: Gurudwara Dera Sahib, 
Lahore, where Guru Arjun, the fifth Guru, was 
tortured to death. The first memorial gurudwara was 
built by Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Guru, and 
enlarged and enhanced by Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 
The picture on the right shows the spot where Guru 
Arjun succumbed to the burn injuries inflicted on him 
by making him sit first in a cauldron of very hot water 
and next on a hot iron plate whilst simultaneously 
pouring hot sand over his body in a stream. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


I serve the one Master, who 1s also Allah. 

I have broken with the Hindu and the 
Mushm 

I will not worship with the Hindu, nor like 
Muslim go to Mecca 

I shall serve Him and no other. 

I will not pray to idols nor say une Muslim 
prayer. 

I shall put my heart at the feec of the one 
Supreme Being 

For we are neither Hindus nor Muslims. 


About the Sikh scriptures the Guru wrote: 


In this Holy Book: the Adi Granth 
Resideth the Lord. 
Those who sing His praises 
In the company of Saints 
Attain Divine Knowledge. 
For this Divine Knowledge 
Seers and sages thirst, 
But few attain concentration on Him; 
On whom the Lord is merciful 
His desires are fulfilled; 
oa in whose heart resides the destroyer of 
ear 
Is known in the whole world. 
Nanak begs this gift of Thee 
May I never forget Thee O Lord 
(Rag Sarang p. 1226) 
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When Guru Nanak came to Sialkot he camped 
under a tree outside the city. He gave Mardana 
four paisa and asked him to go to the city and 
ask for two paisa worth of truth, and two paisa 
worth of untruth. Mardana went from shop to 
shop. Some laughed at his requirements, some 
wondered in amazement. 

Mardana heaved a sigh of relief when a 
mullah, a shop keeper, offered to give it. He 
took a piece of paper and wrote on it ‘dying is 
truth, living is falsehood’. He gave it to 
Mardana for four paisa. Nanak was delighted 
that in the city there was a man who under- 
stood truth and untruth. Guru Nanak met this 
mullah, who accompanied him on his tours. 

A few days before Guru Nanak arrived at 
Sialkot the city was in the grip of a serious 
situation. A local businessman was issueless. 
He sought Hamza Ghaus to bless him with ason 
through his occult powers. The ascetic pro- 
mised to do so subject to the condition that he 
vowed to dedicate his first-born to him, to 
which the businessman agreed. When a son was 
born to him, he approached Hamza Ghaus 
again to get his vow commuted into an 
equivalent weight of silver or gold, as the 
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ascetic should choose to have, for such com- 
mutations were the prevalent usage of the day. 
But Hamza Ghaus declined to oblige the man. 
The whole Sialkot town pleaded with Ghaus 
again to accede to the citizen’s request, but he 
wouldn't relent. And in his rage, he threatened 
to destroy the whole city. He sealed himself in 
a dome transfixing his mind to bring this about 
in forty days’ time. On the crucial fortieth day 
Guru Nanak arrived on the scene and saved 
both the ascetic and the city 

A thunderbolt fell on the dome of the room in 
which Hamza Ghaus was meditating, and 
ripped it open from the side, exposing the Pir to 
the terrible fate of being bitried alive. Heran for 
his life, realising that an apostle more powerful 
than he and closer to God had come and undone 
all his powers. In utter humility, he went to 
Guru Nanak, and became one of his most 
devoted admirers. The dome in which he 
meditated with the crack caused by nature is 
still there. 

The Gurudwara built to commemorate this 
event is called Bairi Sahib. It has a magnificent 
golden dome. 
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Guiana Bairi Sahib. 
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LAHORE 


Some years earlier Guru Nanak had warned the 
rich and wealthy of Lahore that their craze for 
wealth and luxury achieved by plundering and 
exploiting the poor masses, would send them to 
the pit of destitution. When Babur invaded 
Lahore it was plundered for four days and 
women of noble birth were raped, humiliated 
and paraded in the streets with ropes round 
their neck, Guru Nanak wrote: 


Now they are dragged away, with ropes 
round their necks; 

Their necklaces are snapped and their 
pearls scatered, 

Their beauty and wealth were once their 
greatest assets, 

Their beauty and wealth are their greatest 
enemies now; 

Barbarous soldiers have taken them 
prisoners, 

They have disgraced and molested them, 

God exalteth, casteth down whomever He 
willeth. 

(Guru Nanak: Asa p. 417) 


Duni Chand 

Duni Chand had arranged a shrad on the death 
of his father. When Guru Nanak reached his 
place he advised him not to indulge in such 
meaningless practices in the name of fore- 
fathers. 

Tradition still says that to Duni Chand, the 
millionaire of Lahore, Nanak handed out a 
needle with the suggestion that he carry the 
needle beyond this world. On Duni Chand’s 
regrets to carry the needle beyond this world 
the Guru asked him, surprised, how could he 
carry his wealth? If he could not carry his 
millions, they would be of no use to him after 
his death. Duni Chand began to see the sense 
and asked the Guru which things a man can 
take with him. ‘Good deeds’ was the reply, ‘Feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked and house the 

oor’. 
. Duni Chand changed his house into a Guru’s 
Temple. It is close to Wazir Khan’s Mosque, 
and not far from the Delhi gate in Lahore. 


MULTAN 


Guru Nanak went to Multan and Uch at the 
invitation of Pir Bahauddin and Pir Jalal-Ud- 
Din. 

Pir Jalal-Ud-Din had such a personal affec- 
tion for the Guru that he preserved a number of 
relics of the Guru. The relics still found at 
Uch Shariff are: wooden slippers; an Asa used 
for meditation purposes; two stone bangles; a 
stone club and a wooden boat in which Nanak 
and three other Muslim Pirs are said to have 
crossed Panch Nad — the place where five rivers 


of the Punjab meet. 

After meeting Sheikh Ibrahim, the twelfth 
descendant of Sheikh Farid at Pakpattan, Guru 
Nanak returned home. It was here, at the 
request of Sheikh Ibrahim, that Guru Nanak 
composed the famous prayer Asa-K1i-Var which 
is sung by Sikhs early in the morning. Guru 
Nanak is said to have collected the works of 
Sheikh Farid here which were incorporated in 
the Adi Granth. 


KARTARPUR 


On the way back from the Sumer Mountains 
and Shiwalik Hills, Guru Nanak stopped on the 
banks of the River Ravi. The first to see him was 
a peasant woman. She went home and told how 
exalted she felt after meeting a great Saint 
named Nanak The name was known to all. 
Everyone had heard of Guru Nanak of Tal- 
wandi who had travelled to distant lands and 
had been acclaimed as a messenger of God. 
People flocked to have a glimpse of him and to 
receive his blessings. The next day Doda, 
husband of the peasant woman also came. Guru 
Nanak asked him to be truthful and ever 
remember one God. If he remained true to his 
conscience and if he always avoided commit- 
ting evil and indulging in falsehood, God would 
bless him. The lord of this region, by name 
Karodi Mal, was seriously upset about the 
importance the people gave to Guru Nanak. To 
his utter chagrin, this strange man Nanak had 
not even come to make a courtesy call on him. 
He had camped on his land, he was holding 


gatherings without permission on his land. The 
crowds were swelling and were even offering 
him money in abundance. ‘I will go and have 
him arrested for trespassing and occupying my 
land. I will make him fall on his knees before 
me, said Karodi Mal to himself. With this plan 
in mind, he started over on horseback. As il] 
luck would have it, his horse got restless on the 
way, he fell down and was injured. People 
started saying that he fell as a miracle of Baba 
Nanak. The next day he again decided to 
execute his previous night’s decision. By divine 
decree the incident of the previous day was 
repeated. He felt frightened and, on the advice 
of the people, he walked on foot, presented 
himself to Baba Nanak, and expressed great 
regard and humility. Nanak accepted his 
regrets and Karodi Mal became one of the most 
devoted disciples of Guru Nanak. 

On the insistence of Karodi Mal, Nanak laid 
the foundations of a new village which he 
named Kartarpur — the abode of the creator — 
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Above and right: Gurudwara Darbar Sahib, Kartar- 
pur, where Nanak breathed his last. The River Ravi 
refuses to flood the gurudwara when occupying all the 
area around it. 

Until the Indo-Pakistan war in 1965, there used to be 
an annual fair at the gurudwara to mark the Baisakhi 
festival. It is now abandoned and neglected. The 
weather continues to erode and deteriorate the historic 
gurudwara each year. It is in need of renovation. 

Kartarpur was a flourishing town at the time of 
Nanak but it was gradually wiped out by the floods of 
the Ravi. In past decades, seventy villages and 35,000 
acres of cultivated land around the Ravi have been 
washed away with the floods. 
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There is no trace of any past existence of the city of 
Kartarpur but a local railway station two miles away, 
Station Darbar Sahib, Kartarpur, confirms the 
identity of the place. From the gurudwara, across the 
Ravi, can be seen the town of Dera Baba Nanak in 
India. The nearest village to the gurudwara is Dodha. 

In the last couple of decades the River Ravi has on 
three occasions flooded the area, leaving the gurud- 
wara untouched and it is thus regarded as a living 
miracle. To save the gurudwara from any future floods, 
the Government of Pakistan is building the necessary 


barriers to divert the course of the river aw@y from. the... x 
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and a house was built for Nanak’s residence. 
Duni Chand of Lahore and other eminent 
disciples helped to build this village. 

Kartarpur was founded in 1504. After 
Nanak’s return from the first missionary 
travels, he settled his people, parents, wife 
and two sons there in 1510. His next three 
missionary travels emanated from this home 
town. At the end of his missionary travels in 
1522 he passed the remaining twenty years of 
his life there between 1519 and 1539. 

Kartarpur became the centre of Guru 
Nanak’s apostolic mission. The Guru added 
emphasis to the religious and social disciplines. 
The Japji, the Rahtras, the Kirtan Sohila, were 
fixed as morning, evening and night prayers. In 
the day time, discussions were held and the 
Master delivered sermons on the basis of 
questions put to him. Kirtan was held both 
in the early morning, following individual 
meditation, and also in the evening following 
the conclusion of the day’s work. Guru Nanak 
taught a new lesson every day. Now and then, 
he made a short trip to some nearby villages to 
meet people who could not come but were eager 
to have a glimpse of him. 

Guru Nanak laid the foundations ofa regular 
free kitchen, the langar. Everyone worked for 
his living and gave a portion of his earnings for 
the free community kitchen. All the people, 
irrespective of their caste or religion, had to sit 
and eat their meals together. 


Bhai Buddha 
On the outskirts of Kathunangal village, Guru 
Nanak saw a young peasant boy of about ten 
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years grazing cattle at some distance. The boy 
milked one of his cows and carried a jug full of 
milk to his Master. Placing the milk before the 
Guru, the boy said ‘you may be thirsty Master, 
this milk is my humble offering’. ‘God bless you 
my child, what is your name?’ asked Nanak. 
‘My name is Booda’. ‘Oh Master’, said the boy, 
‘tell me what is life and what is death’. 

Taken aback from such a question coming 
from a young boy, Guru Nanak said ‘you are yet 
a child my lad, long to live. When you grow old, 
you will know all about it. Don’t worry about 
this now, at this tender age’. 

‘Master’, said the boy sadly and seriously, 
‘the King’s Army camped here in our fields. I 
saw them and reflected on all they did. They 
trampled and destroyed ripe crops as well as 
unripe ones. They destroyed even little sap- 
lings in our fields which father had filled with 
such great labour. If death could have taken in 
one sweep the oldest and the youngest crops, 
will it spare me at this age? Since that day I 
have been constantly brooding over the mys- 
tery of life and death. I ask every old man the 
same question. Either they do not know or they 
do not want to impart the secret knowledge to 
a poor peasant boy like me.’ 

‘You are not Booda my child,’ said Nanak. 
‘You are Buddha the awakened one, a sage 
mature in wisdom. I will sing a simple song 
about life and death. Listen to it and carry with 
you the presence of divine words. It will start 
unfolding before you the mystery of life’. 

When the song ended, his heart was still 
yearning for more music and more life. Booda, 
whom the master had named Buddha found the 
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path which would lead him to life and death. 

Guru Nanak had asked Buddha to go home 
and then meet him again at Kartarpur. On the 
third day Buddha was at Kartarpur. Guru 
Nanak blessed him and called him his disciple. 
During the last days, Guru Nanak installed 
Bhai Buddha as the High Priest of the Sikh 
Church. In this position he remained up to the 
time of Guru Hargobind the sixth Guru, as the 
bearer of the Spiritual Regalia of the Guru, and 
Master of Ceremonies when the new Guru was 
installed. He lived to the ripe age of about 135, 
and became the first High Priest of the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar. 


Guru Angad 

In the village called Khadur there lived Lehna, 
the religious leader of the Durga worshippers 
of the Punjab. The name of Nanak had a 
mysterious effect on him. He had heard of it 
from his illiterate aunt Mai Virai who lived in 
a village close by. She always talked of Nanak. 
He failed to understand why Nanak had parted 
from all that was best in Hinduism. He did not 
offer allegiance to the Vedas, he did not 
worship any God or goddess, he did not believe 
in the four fold order of Hindu society. He had 
revolted against Hinduism. He was attracted 
by the popularity of Nanak, and _ sub- 
consciously repelled by some of his strange 
beliefs. 


Lehna rode his horse and made up his mind to 
stop at Kartarpur and see for himself what type 
of man Nanak was. In the fields outside 
Kartarpur stood a divine looking man wearing 
ordinary dress. Lehna asked him where the 
Great Guru Nanak lived. ‘I will guide you to his 
place,’ said the man (Nanak) humbly. Lehna 
asked his followers to camp outside the city 
while he met Baba Nanak and came back. The 
man who promised to guide him conducted his 
horse by its reins and little did Lehna know that 
it was the gentle Nanak guiding him to his own 
place. Lehna was riding a horse while the great 
Nanak was on foot respectfully leading his 
royal guest. When people on the way bowed to 
Nanak Lehna wondered how great must be 
Nanak when his disciples living an ordinary 
life were so greatly respected. 

When Lehna entered the Shrine of Baba 
Nanak with some offerings he was stunned to 
see the same humble guide sitting on the 
pontific seat of the Guru. Tears welled into his 
eyes when he bowed before him and begged 
forgiveness for riding on a horse while Nanak 
was on foot. 

Lehna became a disciple of Guru Nanak and 
later his successor as Guru Angad. Guru Angad 
was the founder of Gurmukhi script, on which 
the Adi Granth is written. The script was 
compiled at Kartarpur on the guidance of Guru 
— Guru Angad died at the age of forty- 
eight. 


ap upae nanaka ape rakhe vek 


He Himself is the Creator; 
He Himself for all His creatures, 


Sets different places. 
Whom should I despise, 
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Since the one Lord made us all? 

There is one Master of all things, 

He setteth each man to his task 

And watcheth over all men. 

Some have great tasks, some little tasks, 

No one departeth unrewarded. 

Naked man comes into the earth, 

Naked he departeth hence; 

In between he toils to make a show. 

O Nanak, the man who understandeth not 

the Will of God, 

How shall he bear himself on death’s call. 

(Var Sarang: p. 1237) 


Ubore khan 

Sheikh Mallo and Ubore Khan were both 
devoted friends and learned sufis. Ubore Khan 
was surprised to learn that on meeting Guru 
Nanak, Sheikh Mallo had almost become his 
disciple. He came to Kartarpur and asked ‘Why 
has God created Hindus and Muslims different- 
ly if there is no difference between them?’ 
Nanak explained that God had revealed unity 
in diversity in all phases of life. When men are 
born they are neither Hindu or Muslim. We 
make them different by differences of dress, 
customs, beliefs, and rites! Ubore Khan also 
became a disciple of Guru Nanak and stayed at 
Kartarpur as long as Guru Nanak lived. 


The Will of One God pervadeth all 
From the One has emanated the creation; 
The Paths are two, but the Lord is One. 
The Guru’s Word revealeth his will 
He is in all forms, all minds and creeds 
Sayeth Nanak, glorify the One Lord. 

(Adi Granth Nanak Gaudi p. 223) 


Nanak’s Death 

On 22 September 1539 Nanak passed away. 
According to Puratan Janamsakhi ‘Before 
Nanak’s death, a quarrel arose between his 
Hindu and Muslim followers. The former 
wished to burn his body, the latter to bury it. 
Nanak was asked to decide. He said, “Let the 
Hindus place flowers on my right and the 
Muslims on my left and they whose flowers are 
found fresh the following morning may have 
the disposal of my body”. The next morning 
all the flowers were fresh but the divine body 
was not there. Whatever the truth 1s, one thing 
is clear — that Nanak was loved alike by all the 
people, irrespective of their colour, religion, 
caste, creed or country. 

According to some Sikh philosophers, the 
sub-continent was divided between India and 
Pakistan right through Kartarpur, where 
Nanak had united all. 

With his passing away, Nanak laid the 
foundations of a new religion in which God 
alone is to be worshipped by reciting the hymns 
which Nanak and his successors had composed 
and sung in praise of God. His followers were 
known as Sikhs because they brought out and 
emphasised the Universal spiritual truths 
contained in their respective religious trad1- 
tions; and these truths belong to all ages and all 
faiths. The Sikh creed includes belief in the ten 
Gurus and the Guru Granth. 
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OTHER GURUDWARAS 


Gurudwara, Ghawindi (Distt. Lahore). At 
Ghawindi, Guru Nanak was a witness to ‘an almost 
simultaneous birth-cum-death scene’ 1n one and the 
same Vanhara family of the village. When he entered 
the village he found the whole village resounding 
with the ring of congratulatory greetings to the 
parents on the birth of their son. And the family were 
hosting a feast to celebrate the occasion. Bhat 
Mardana was already hungry. This feasting set his 
appetite at a keener edge. He asked Guru Sahib 
permission to go and partake of the feast. The Guru 
gave his assent but observed that he should see to it 
that he entered the festivity as an invited guest and 
did not just impose himself. Bhai Mardana waited at 
the scene of feasting for quite a time but to no 
purpose, for no one invited him. However hike a bolt 
from the blue, the cruel hand of death swooped down 
upon the house and snatched away the newly born. 
Gaiety was, all of a sudden, turned into mourning. 
The grief of the parents was too deep for words. 
Nothing could console them. At their sad and 
helpless plight, the Guru was moved. He, in his 
mercy, came to them, to condole and console. Bhai 
Mardana played his rebeck and the Guru voiced his 
‘Pehray’ songs in the strain of Sri Raga that assuaged 
their afflicted minds. 


O’ pedlar friend! in the night’s first watch 
Mortal, as ordained, is into the womb cast 
Arrives he, into this world, sans garb 

And naked again, to the Nest, doth depart 
As on the forehead is written His writ 

So is the Ordainment borne away by it. 


Gurudwara Cho-Ha-Sahib, Rohtas (Distt. 
Jhelum), where a spring flowed near the fortress 
wall. Baba Nanak relocated the spring at a point 
more accessible to the general public and the 
Gurudwara stands there to witness the miracle. 


Dharmasala Chhota Nankiana, Alpa (Distt. 
Lahore), marks the occasion of Guru Nanak’s 
stay there for some time. Village Alpa is about 
twenty-six kilometres from the village of Maanga, 


where there is another Gurudwara, also known as 
Chhota Nankiana. 


Gurudwara, Kanganpur (Distt. Lahore). When 
Guru Nanak visited Kanganpur, the villagers there 
were hostile to his camping there. They taunted him 
with practical jokes to turn him away from the 
village. In return for their inhospitable treatment, 
however, the Guru blessed them saying, ‘may you live 
on here!’. Then he moved on to the next village, 
Manak Daykay, at a distance of two miles. 


Gurudwara, Manak Daykay (Distt. Lahore). The 
villagers over here received Guru Nanak warmly and 
served him with great zeal and devotion. But, while 
leaving this village Nanak cursed them saying, ‘may 
you be uprooted from this soil!”’. 

Bhai Mardana, to whom this behaviour of the Guru 
was a puzzle, enquired of him as to why the Guru had 
blessed the evil villagers of Kanganpur whereas he 
had cursed the good people of Manak Daykay? The 
Guru Sahib explained, ‘I have blessed the former so 
that the evil that they are, remains contained within 
their village only and doesn’t fan out. To the latter 
my curse, however, is a blessing in disguise. For, the 
good people will carry their goodness wherever they 
go and infuse their goodness in all they come in 
contact with’. 


Shahid Ganj, Lahore, is in the eastern extremity of 
Landa Bazar, beyond the Delhi Gate, located near the 
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site of an old palace and the Nakhas (horse-market). 

The Sikhs were defeated in a battle near Eminabad. 
Many were killed in this battle, and many Sikhs fell 
captive into the hands of victors. Among those killed 
in action was a brother of the Diwan of Lahore, who 
was therefore in a revengeful spirit. 

It was here in the Nakhas that he wreaked his 
vengeance on the Sikhs by putting to the sword all 
the captured Sikh soldiers. Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
raised a memorial in their honour and named it ‘The 
Place of Martyrs’ (Shahid Ganji), which is a sacred 
Sikh shrine. 


Samadh of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, Lahore, 
marks the spot where the greatest Sikh administrator 
and military leader, who ruled the first-ever secular 
Kingdom established on the Indian sub-continent, 
was cremated. This spot is opposite the city fortress. 
The structure is notable for its blend of brick, marble 
and sandstone, its central fluted dome in a square 
roof, and for its ceilings decorated with glass mosaic 
or plain glass work. 


Gurudwara Janamasthan Guru Ram Dass, 
Lahore. This is an impressive building complex 
covering an area of 122 feet by 97 feet, with a spacious 
courtyard paved with black and white tiles on the 
west side. On the ground level are shops forming a 
bazaar. The lower portion of the building contains 
sunken panels faced with marble up to a height of 
twelve feet. The interior of the hall is paved with 
black and white hexagonal marble tiles, and in the 
centre is a marble platform. Around the entire hall is 
a gallery twelve feet from the floor, and the ceiling is 
made of carved woodwork set off by mirrors. 

Guru Ram Dass founded the city of Amritsar and 
dug the tank which later became the site of the 
Golden Temple. He composed the Sikh Marriage 
Hymns. 


mero sunder kaho milai kit galt 


Tell me in what street I shall find my Beauteous 
Lord? 

O Saints of God, show me the way I should follow 

The words of the Beloved fill my heart with 
sweetness, 

And I long to follow this pain, Though I am short 

And my hair is dishevelled, If the Lord desireth 
me 

Even I become beautiful and I melt in His 
Embrace. 

There is but one Beloved; all souls are as brides 
that seek His Love; 

She who winneth the Lord’s love is beautiful. 

What can the slave Nanak do, 

But walk in the way 

That pleaseth the Lord? 
(Dev Gandhari: p. 527) 


Gurudwara Rori Sahib, Eminabad, marks the spot 
where the Guru Sahib slept on a platform of pebbles 
and broken stones, while he meditated ceaselessly on 
God. As soon as a Gurudwara was built over this 
location, it became a centre of great sanctity and on 
special holy days, some of the original pebbles and 
broken stones preserved are shown to the Sikh 
faithful who visit there. It is during the crisis of this 
meditation, says apostle Bhai Gurdas, that Guru 
Nanak achieved the supreme perfection in which God 
treated him as the manifestation of his son. 


Khoo-ee Bhai Lalo, Eminabad, marks the well 
which Guru Nanak used when he visited the home of 
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Gurudwara Rori Sahib. 


carpenter Lalo, just before the beginning of his 
missionary tour of the Eastern world. 


Gurudwara and Tank, Jahman, is near Rori Sahib 
and marks the spot where there was once a pond 
beside which Guru Nanak would stop and meditate 
during his frequent travels in the area. The pond was 
converted into the tank. A member of the Jain 
religion became a follower of Guru Nanak and some 
of his co-religionists here also, followed suit. 


Gurudwara Chahal, near Lahore, was the village of 
domicile of the maternal erandparents of Guru 
Nanak. His mother and his elder sister Bebe Nanaki 
were born here. The village of Chahal is eight miles 
from the railway station at Lahore Cantt. 


Gurudwara Dipalpur. Also known as Nankiana, 
this marks the place where Guru Nanak had a nap 
under a pipul tree. With Nanak resting under it, the 
tree came back to life, putting forth green leaves, 
sprouting blossoms, and even providing shade for the 
Guru. However, the groans and wails of someone in 
distress awakened him from his repose. Nanak 
walked in the direction of these cries and reached a 
hut wherein lay a groaning leper, Nuri by name. This 
leper was shunned not only by human beings but even 
animals and birds who were unable to stand the 
pungent smell emanating from his festering sores. 
But Nanak, in his eterna] compassion for suffering 
humanity, walked into the hut. He cast his benign 
look on the leper and sat there singing his heavenly 
strain set in the measure of Dhanasari: 
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Shrine at Dipalour: ee Nuri the pe was eid 


Dhanasart — 


Man’s soul burneth and baketh, time and again 
And this anguish leadeth to sin and pain 

He who the Word forsaketh 

Like one, gripped by chronic malady, waileth. 
This attachment, with its snares all 

On our pure soul’s black spots art. 

And he whose countenance with sins staineth 
Never, at all, in His Court, refuge attaineth. 


‘The suffering of your body, dear Nuri’, said Nanak 
‘has ennobled your soul. What matters if disease has 
damaged your body. You have preserved your mind 
and soul, you have kept your heart spotlessly clean. 
You hate not those who hate you. You curse not those 
who spat at you. In the loneliness of your isolation, 
you keep the flame of God’s remembrance burning in 
your heart. You shall be healed. The grandeur of your 
soul will shine forth. The suffering of your body will 
depart.’ The enchanting words healed his inner 
wounds. The inspired hope of the Guru enlivened 
him. It gave him a new life, a new vision. He was 
transfigured, physically, mentally and spiritually. He 
began to be respected as a Dervish who kept the light 
of the Lord burning for long at Dipalpur. The Temple 
which Nuri built still stands. Not far away from the 
pipul tree and the shrine is the grave of Dervish Nuri. 


Alpa and Manga. These are shrines commemorating 
Baba Nanak’s visits. 


Jhaman. Not far from Burki, here is a pond built by 
a Sant Devotie of Guru Nanak named Surya Baba. 


Kidyan Pathana. Guru Nanak visited this place. 
The Pathans felt so greatly inspired by the Guru that 
they began to sing of Nanak Shah, the great apostle 
of God, the bestower of love and peace. Some of the 
popular folk songs which have been preserved are 
still sung by Suthra Fakirs. Some poems have been 
written by Poet Nazir. Here Nanak composed the 
following hymn: 


He alone is said to love Him, 

Whose heart has truly united with Him. 
No one can attain Him by mere talk, 
However hard one may try. 


There is a garden in the house, 
But the ass knows not its value, 
He who has aesthetic sense of fragrance, 
Knows the flowers by their smell. 

(Guru Nanak, Tilang p. 724) 


From Kidyan Pathana, Guru Nanak went to another 
city. As the sun was about to set, he knocked at the 
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door of a poor carpenter’s hut and asked him if he and 
his companion could rest there for the night. The 
poor carpenter was embarassed, and did his utmost to 
serve his strange guests within his means. There was 
a dilapidated cot which was offered to the Guru. 
When Guru Nanak woke up next morning he asked 
the carpenter if he would obey him and fulfil his 
wishes. ‘Most certainly’, said the carpenter. 

Then said the Guru, ‘get out of this hut, lam going 
to destroy it’. He broke his cot and earthen vessels 
and set fire to his cottage. ‘Follow me’, he said. 
Mardana and Bala, his companions, were stunned. ‘Is 
this what the poor carpenter gets for extending 
hospitality to us?’, said Bala softly. ‘Strange are the 
ways of my Lord’, said Mardana. The frightened 
carpenter asked ‘Lord, have I offended thee? I seek 
your forgiveness, Lord, if I have’. ‘No, my man, it is 
not you who have offended me, but your strange fate 
and the society which has reduced a hard-working 
truthful charitable and noble carpenter like you to 
such a hopeless condition. You, my man, have the 
heart of a king. Why should you live in such 
miserable dwellings? You have within you the royal 
blood of lovers of truth; why should you sleep on such 
cots? You are so hard working, why should you be so 
poor? I cannot tolerate this. I cannot change the 
whole society but I can certainly change your lot.’ 

When Guru Nanak went to the heart of the city 
people recognised him. Some of them knew him as the 
Great Nanak who had won the hearts of millions. 
They brought rich offerings, clothes and gifts of 
money and precious things. Guru Nanak offered all of 
them to the carpenter and asked him to start life 
afresh and spend all his precious income for the uplift 
of the downtrodden. The cottage of this neighbour 
changed into a mansion. He lived according to the 
noble expectations of his Master. 


Gurudwara Nanak Jagir, Tahsil Okara. This 
place is said to have been visited by Guru Nanak. The 
present Gurudwara was later built to commemorate 
the event. 


Gurudwara Nanaksar at Harappa. Guru Nanak 
during one of his journeys went to Harappa. The ruler 
of this place was a tyrant and injustice prevailed in 
the country. Guru Nanak advised him to be merciful 
and kind to his subjects. During this visit the Guru 
stayed under a Jand tree and distributed water 
among those present there. A Gurudwara and a tank 
were constructed here to commemorate the event. 
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Tibba Baba Nanak Sahib at Chak 1 (EB) Tahsil 
Okara: Guru Nanak is said to have visited and 
stayed at this place. A fair used to be held here 
annually. 


Chaki Sahib, Eminabad (called ‘Saidpur’ during 
Nanak’s time), commemorates the spot where the 
Guru Sahib was forced to grind corn for the 
conqueror Babur. The Emperor found that the mills 
of both Guru Nanak and Bai Mardana worked 
automatically, as the former sang his songs celestial 
and the latter played rebeck to the recital. Seeing this 
miracle wrought, Babur was so full of devotion for 
the Guru Sahib that he released not only the Guru 
Sahib and all the captives of the Eminabad action but 
even restored his property to every captive. 

This mill is preserved in the Gurudwara Sahib to 
remind us of the heavenly miller Guru Nanak. Nanak 
sang out in anguish for his stricken people. 


How strange is Thy dispensation, O Lord! 
How incomprehensible are thy ways. 

All is death and confusion now 

But all happens as it pleases him, O Nanak! 
How can man resist his will? 


Dharmasala Satguru Nanak. Lahore pays tribute 
to the occasion of the release of the Guru by the 
conqueror Babur after his corn grinding at Chaki 
Sahib. The Guru, it appears, came directly to Lahore 
after being released. 


Talamba. On the way to Pakpattan, Guru Nanak 
and Mardana stopped at Talamba where the Sufi 
Saint Sajjan, who had made special arrangements to 
entertain wayfarers, received the Guru and his 
companion. It was his practice to murder visitors at 
night and deprive them of their belongings. 

When it was time to sleep Guru Nanak did not sleep 
but sang the following hymn which changed Sajjan 
so much that he became Nanak’s disciple henceforth 
and an honest man. 


Like a hypocrite, the bronze shines brightly, 

Rub it, its blackness sticks to your hands. 

True Sajjans (Friends) are they, 

Who stand by thee beyond death; 

Where man has to render account for his deeds. 

Hypocrites are like palaces, mansions, painted 
from outside 

But empty and hollow within, useless and 
decaying. 

Hypocrites are like white cranes in holy rivers, 

Sitting in meditative mood to devour innocent 
creatures. 

The body of the hypocrite becomes an imposing 
figure 

ae the simmal tree, which never yields any 

ruit; 

He is like a blind man carrying his load of sins up 
a mountain. 

He needs the eyes to see the path, 

Without the inner eyes he cannot climb the 
mountain; 

His false virtues, his hypocritical service, and his 
cleverness, 

Are the pitfalls of his doom. 

Remember O Nanak, the name of God 

So that you may be saved from the snare of death. 

(Guru Nanak: Suhi. p. 729) 


Talamba is situated on the Grand Trunk Road 
midway between Harrapa and Multan. 
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THE SIKH RAJ 


Guru Gobind Singh (1666-1708), the last Sikh 
prophet succeeded as the tenth Guru at the age 
of fifteen. Like the Lord Buddha, he was born in 
Patna in India. He was the only Sikh Guru who 
claimed to be the son of God. 

It was not until 1695 that the tenth Guru 
applied himself to two major projects. The first 
was political — the liberation of the Sikhs from 
Mughal rule and the achievement of a daring 
new ideal, an independent Sikh state. The 
second was spiritual — the reanimation of 
Sikhism itself and the expression of Guru 
Nanak’s ideals in new forms. Both projects 
were revolutionary, and from their launching 
dates stems the gradual rise to power of the 
Sikh people. 


After the death of Guru Gobind Singh in 1708, 
a Sikh leader, Banda Bahadur, waged a savage 
guerilla war and in 1711, set up a Sikh Republic 
in the heartland of the Mughal Empire. This 
Sikh state extended from the confines of 
Ludhiana to the outskirts of Panipat, and from 
the River Ravi to the River Jamuna. It lasted 
until 1716 when Banda Bahadur was captured 
and executed. Before he was beheaded he was 
forced to kill his own infant son. The Sikhs 
were then driven into underground resistance. 
In 1757, 1759 and 1761, they captured Lahore for 
short periods, and in 1767 the city fell to them. 
Finally, in 1798, Ranjit Singh (1780-1839), 
obtained from the Afghan ruler Shah Zaman, 
the title of Maharajah and the right to take and 
hold the city of Lahore. The Sikh Empire or 
Sarkar Khalsa 1.e. ‘the people’s Common- 
wealth’, extended from Kabul through the 
Punjab and confines of Delhi, to Kashmir and 
Tibet. Within eighty years of the death of Guru 
Gobind Singh, the idea of an independent Sikh 
State had been achieved. Ranjit Singh ruled 
supreme, through the brilliant guidance of his 
Foreign Minister Fakir Azizuddin, until his 
death in 1839 when his son Daleep Singh, who 
was a minor, became the young heir to 
Sikhdom. After the death of Ranjit Singh, the 
Sikhs annexed the regions of the North 
Himalayas. The Treaty of 1842, was signed 
between the Emperor of China and Dalai Lama 
as one party, and Khalsajio, the Honourable 
Khalsa, representing the people’s sovereignty 
as the other party. This treaty is preserved in 
the archives of the Government of India at 
Delhi. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh had acquired the 
Koh-i-Noor diamond, the world’s most famous 
jewel, from Shah Shuja of Afghanistan. After 
the annexation of the Punjab by the British in 
1849 1t was despatched to England and presen- 
ted to Queen Victoria by the East India 
Company. The great diamond was totally recut 
and in this new form was shown by Queen 
Victoria to the exiled Maharaja Daleep Singh 
who reportedly examined it for many long 
minutes with ‘passion of repressed emotion on 
his face’, before returning it to the Queen. In 
private, the Maharaja is said to have referred to 
the Queen as ‘Mrs Fagin’, saying that she had 
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as much right to the diamond as he had to 
Windsor Castle. 

After Queen Victoria’s death in 1901, the 
Koh-1-Noor was used 1n the coronation crowns 
of Queen Alexandra, consort of Edward VII, in 
1902; Queen Mary, consort of George V, in 1911; 
and of Queen Elizabeth, consort of George VI, 
in 1937. The Koh-i-Noor is still set in the latter 
crown, which is displayed among the Crown 
Jewels in the Tower of London. It blazes out as 
a symbol of double bond and links Sikhs to 
Britain, the past with the present. 

On 18 December 1846, the treaty of Bhyrowal 
was signed between the British Government 


a 


Top: the Golden Throne of Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
(1780-1839). Above: Maharaja Ranjit Singh, ‘Lion of 
the Punjab’. 
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Above: the second Lahore daibar of 26 December 1846 showing, from left to right, 


yaa Ne, 


pene Note art ORRIN NER ITN ANON EN AmePorcamitentaaning. ds 2 


front row: Henry Lawrence; Lord Gough (Commander-in-Chief); Lord Hardinge 
(Governor-General); Sheik Imam-ud-din (ex-Governor of Kashmir); Ranbir Singh 
(proxy for Gulab Singh); one person unidentified; Dalip Singh (child Maharaja), 
Frederick Currie (Foreign Secretary). This daibar ratified the Bhyrowal Treaty 


signed in Lahore on 18 December 1846, and the British became custodians of the 
Sikh states, but the British subsequently dishonoured the treaty. Ref. B2/S17 
Below: Raja Jawahar Singh, the brother of Rani Jindan, Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh’s wife. He became Chief Minister during the regency of infant Dalip Singh. 


Ref. B2/S3 


and the Sikhs, whereby the British were to be 
the custodians of the Sikh State until Daleep 
Singh reached his majority. The treaty, which 
guaranteed a return to sovereign indepen- 
dence, was subsequently dishonoured by the 
British. In 1854, when Daleep Singh attained 
his majority, he was sent to England and 
accorded by Queen Victoria the status and 
rank of a European Prince which entitled him 
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Above: Nanak Shahee 
rupees. Stkh currency 
used during Ranjit 
Singh’s time. The lower 
coin shows Nanak, Mar- 
dana and Bala. 


to take precedence at official functions after 
the royal family ‘who treated him as if he was 
one of themselves’. 

Since then the Sikhs have failed to regain 
their independent status. But now Sikhs from 
all over the world as well as in the Punjab are 
working to free their present homeland in East 
Punjab from the rule of India. 
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District 


Attock 
Attock 
Bannu 
Bannu 
Bannu 
D. 1. Khan 
D. I. Khan 


“SBF 1 Khan 


Gujranwala 
Gujranwala 
Gujranwala 
Gujranwala 
Gujranwala 
Gujranwala 
Gujranwala 
Gujranwala 
Gujrat 
Gujrat 
Gujrat 
Hazara 
Hazara 
Jhelum 
Jhelum 
Jhelum 
Jhelum 
Jhelum 
Jhelum 
Jhelum 
Jhelum 
Jhelum 
Jhang 
Jhang 
Jhang 
Jhang 
Jhang 
Jhang 
Kohat 
Kohat 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 


Locality 


Kot Shai Than Singh 
Hasan Abdal 

Dharma Khel 

Vi: Bazar Ahmed Khan 
Sheikh Budin Hills 

D. 1. Khan 

D. I. Khan 

D. I. Khan 

Eminabad 
Gujranwala 
Hafizabad 

Wazirabad 

Eminabad 

Eminabad 
Gujranwala 
Gujranwala 

Gujrat 

Mangat 

Jal Sukh 

Kot Najib-UHa 

Near Maneehra 
Rohtas 

Bagh Mohalla Shelum 
Bagh Mohalla Shelum 
Chakwal 

Machine Mohalla No. 2 Jhelum 
Machine Mohalla No. 3 Jhelum 
River Bank Jhelum 
Sabzi Mand: Jhelum 
Shumali Moh Jhelum 
Maghiana 

Bhawana Tah. Chiniot 
Nanaksar 

Thatha Fateh Ali Tah. Chiniot 
Maghiana 

Maghiana 

Kohat Cantt 

Kohat 

Lahore 

Lahore 

Chahal 

Lahore 

Alpa 

Manga 

Lahore 

Lahore 

Amar Sidhu 

Badhana 

Bhai Phero 

Dhisalwan 

Ghawindi 

Guru Mangat 
Hadyarah 

Hanjra 

Jhaman 

Jambar Kalan 

Kahna 

Kanganpur Tah, Chuniyan 
Mozang 

Ramput Kalan 


SIKH SHRINES IN PAKISTAN 


Name of Shrine 


Gurudwara Bhai Than Singh 
Panja Sahib 

Dharem Sala Utam Singh 
Jogiwara of Sher Nath 
Makhan Shah Shrine 
Dharam Sala Nankiana 
Gurudwara Amar Shah Singh 
Gurudwara Kali Devi 

Chaki Sahib 

Damdama Sahib 

Gurudwara 


Gura Ka Koth 
Koo-ee Bhai Lalo 
Rori Sahib 


Samadh of Sardar Charrat Singh 


Samadh of Sardar Mahan Singh 
Gurudwara 

Gurudwara Bhai Bano 

Kir Sahib 

Dera Bhau Kirpa Ram 
Gurudwara Chitti Chatti 
Cho-Ha Sahib 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Dharam Sala Hema Jee 
Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara Bhai Hem Singh 
Gurudwara Bhai Khan Chand 
Gurudwara 

Gurudwara Singh Sabha 
Boali Sahib 

Buddhu Ka Awa 

Dera 

Dera Baba Khuda Singh 
Dharmasala Chhota Nankiana 
Charam Sala Chhota Mankiana 
Dharamsala Sat Guru Nanak 
Diwan Khana 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 
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District 


Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lyallpur 
Lyallpur 
Mardan 


Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 


Multan 
Peshawar 
Peshawar 
Peshawar 
Rawalpindi 
Rawalpindi 
Rawalpindi 
Rawalpindi 
Rawalpindi 
Sialkot 
Sialkot 
Sialkot 
Sialkot 
Sialkot 


Sheikhupura 
Sheikhupura 
Sheikhupura 
Sheikhupura 
Sheikhupura 
Sheikhupura 
Sheikhupura 
Sheikhupura 
Sheikhupura 
Sheikhupura 


Sargodha 
Sargodha 
Sargodha 
Sukkar 
Sukkar 
Tharparkar 
Tharparkar 
Tharparkar 
Tharparkar 
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Locality 


Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 
Lahore 


Name of Shrine 


Janamasthan Guru Ram Dass 

Lal Khoi 

Samadh of Bhai Vasti Ram 
Samadh of Curu Arjun Dev. 
Samadh of Jamadar Khushal Singh 
Samadh of Teja Suchet Singh 
Samadh of Raja Teja Singh 
Samadh of Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
Samadh of Maharaja Sher Singh 
Samadh of Sardar Jawahir Singh 


Lahore 

Chak 132/R.P.S. Chak Jhumra 
Garh Fatah Shah 

Near Mardan City 

Ajitsar 

Arifwala 

Chichawatni 

Dipalpur 

Grain Market 

Tah. Okara 

Harappa 

Harappa 

Montgomery 

Chak 1/EB Tah. Pakpattan 
Montgomery 

Chak 317 Tah. Vehari 
Jamrud 

Peshawar 

Nowshera 


Nirali 

Rawalpindi 
Rawalpindi 
Rawalpindi 

Sialkot 

Sialkot 

Kartarpur 

Glotian Khurd Tah. Daska 
Salehpur Tah. Sialkot 
Nankana 

Haft Madar 

Nankana 

Nankana 

Nankana 

Nankana 

Nankana 

Nankana 
Chauharkana 
Nankana 

Bhera 

Block No. 2 Sargodha 
Block No. 3 Sargodha 
Khan Dhera Rohri 
Robri 

Digri 

Jhudo 

Shahi Bazar 

Tando Jan Mohd. 


Shahid Ganj 
Thakurdwara Raja Teja Singh 


Gurudwara Shahid Sardar Dilip Singh 


Gurudwara Shri Narain Das Ji 


Dera Baba Karam Singh > as ~ “ 
Gurudwara =. = = 
Gurudwara wm C, - 
Gurudwara 7 

Gurudwara Y: aoe ideal ee 
Gurudwara 0 _ N 
Gurudwara Nanak Jagir = o. 
Gurudwara Nanaksar 2 : vw 
Gurudwara Sat Singh a a 
Gurudwara Singh Sabha a. ae Soe 
Gurudwara Tibba Baba Nanak 7 = +. = 
Samadh of Kartar Singh Bedi ie. a 
Gurudwara Diwan Chawalli Mashgyict eas 
Gurudwara a = 
Gurudwara Jogan Shah . « 3 
Samadh of Bhai Phola Singh oO 
Darbar Khem Singh a fey. 
Gurudwara “ mx 
Gurudwara Bhai Manna Singh . ee = 
Gurudwara Narankari . s al 
meat Singh Sabha =~ = 
Bairi Sahi 

Baoli Sahib £ Y 
Darbar Sahib s 
Gurudwara ag 

Tali Sahib o & 
Bal Lila 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 


Gurudwara Ghhawin Padshahi 
Janam Asthan Guru Nanak 
Kiara Sahib 

Malji Sahib 

Moulvi Patti Sahib 

Sashcha Sauda 

Tambo Sahib 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara Bhai Teria Singh 
Gurudwara Jenrian Singh 
Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 

Gurudwara 


PLACES OF INTEREST 


Eahore : 


Key to Map 
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Parks 


| Kilometre 


Jehangir’s Tomb 

Nur Jehan’s Tomb 
Minar-e-Pakistan 
Badshahi Mosque & Allama 
Igbal’s Tomb 

Lahore Fort 

Golden Mosque 

Wazir Khan's Mosque 

Faqir Khana (Museum) 
Shrine of Data Ganj Bakhsh 
Shrine of Pir Makki 

Shrine of Shah Jamal 
Punjab University 

(Old Campus) 
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Govt. College, Lahore | 
Zamzama {Kim's Gun) 
Lahore Museum 
Punjab High Court 
Provincial Assembly Hall 
Wapda House 
Zoological Gardens 
Bagh-e-Jinnah 

Arts Council 
Masjid-e-Shuhada 
Summit Minaret 
Gulshan-i-Igbal, Allama 
Iqbal Town 

State Bank of Pakistan 
Shalamar Garden 


S 
S$ 


39 


BRANDRETH ROAD 
is Sos 


4 vw 
Ne. 
O 


MASON RD 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 


Ravi National Park 
Chauburyi 

Golf Course 
Governor's House 
Aitchison College 
Railway Headquarters 
Engineering University 


GATES 
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Bhati Gate 

Mori Gate 
Lahore Gate 
Shah Alami Gate 
Mochi Gate 
Akbari Gate 


COLONY 


Dethi Gate 

Yakki Gate 
Sheranwala Gate 
Kashmiri Gate 
Masti Gate 
Texali Gate 


SHOPPING AREAS 

46 = Anarkali Bazaar 

47 Shahrah-e-Quaid-e-Azam 

48 Liberty Market, Gulberg 

49 Gulberg Main Market 

50 Shah Alam Market: (Kashmini 
Bazaar, Suha Bazaar, Dabbi 
Bazaar, Kasera Bazaar.) 
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